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Early 19th century 

This narrow gatnbrel roof house with a single 
room on each floor was originally a hall-parlor plan 
house. In the late 19th century, this portion of the 
larger house was sawn off and moved to the present 
location, where it was set on a new foundation and 
adapted as a small dwelling. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Seward house is a frame, two bay, gambrel 

roof house located on the west side of South 

Commerce Street (Md. Route 213) on the southern 

edge of Centreville. One-and-a-half stories in 

height and raised on a brick foundation, the 

street facade is only 12' 7" wide, giving an 

extreme sense of verticality to the building. 

A frame, one story lean-to has been added to the 

northeast gable end of the house to accommodate 

a kitchen, and a very small lean-to addition on 

the rear of the kitchen facilitates a bathroom. 

The entrance door is on the right side of 

the street facade. There is a six-over-six 

window to the left of the door. One six-over-six 

window in the southwest gable is the only other 

opening on the first floor of the main house. 

Single, six-over-six shed-roof dormers on each 

facade provide the only light for the second floor, 

Very little detail remains on the exterior 

of the building. All evidence of rakeboards, 

corner boards, and siding has been obliterated 

by modern asphault shingle siding and new corner 

boards. The cornice has survived on the rear of 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Based on the foregoing analysis, several 

points of interest may be noted. The present 

house appears to be the unheated hall and upstairs 

chamber of a gambrel roof, hall-parlour house 

dating to the late 18th or early 19th century. 

The house has been cut in half, for unknown 

reasons, and moved to its present site. There 

is no house located on this lot on the 1877 

map of Centreville , so the move must have 

occurred after that date. It seems probable 

that the kitchen addition was made immediately 

after the house was altered and moved. 

Despite the major change the house has 

apparently undergone, the part that remains is 

virtually intact and no doubt retains many 

of the answers to its past under the cover of 

the asphault siding and kitchen addition. 

The one room plan, though apparently not 

original, is a rare reminder of a concept of 
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7.1 DESCRIPTION 

the house; this is composed of a box cornice with a 

crown molding above the fascia and a bed mold below 

the soffit. A small strip of molding similar to the 

bed mold is visible at the eave line of the rear 

dormer window. 

Both lean-to additions are of modern construction, 

probably dating to the early 20th century. A modern 

stove chimney rises against the northeast gable of the 

main house. 

The interior consists of a single room floor plan 

with a steep winder stair in the front left corner 

rising to a single room on the second floor. A door 

in the northeast gable wall of the first floor leads 

to the kitchen addition. A similar door is also visible 

on the northeast gable wall of the second floor, 

indicating that a major alteration occurred at some 

time prior to the construction of the present kitchen. 

This doorway appears original, and still frames a 

beaded batten door. A tran door in the ceiling leads 

to the loft. 

Despite the simple nature of this house, certain 

basic embellishments do remain. A beaded baseboard 

and chairrail on the first floor, and beaded baseboard 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.2 DESCRIPTION 

on the second floor add refinement to an otherwise 

plain interior. A beaded coat rail remains on the 

northeast gable of the second floor to the left of the 

blocked door. The wooden pegs or hooks have been sawed 

off flush, however. 

Construction Details 

The house rests on a brick foundation uninterrupted 

by openings for ventilation or access. A pair of 

seams on the southwest gable indicates there was 

probably once an access point to the crawl space. A 

very small hole in the foundation wall to the left 

of the front door does allow limited access at the 

present time. The brick is laid in extremely random 

fashion, of very poor workmanship, and in such a manner 

as to suggest numerous sections have been rebuilt 

from time to time. This foundation supports a sawn 

sill. The joists are also sawn and are notched over 

the sills, running parallel to the ridge of the 

house. Few sawmarks are visible, those that are 

appear to be made by a pit saw or whip saw. There 

is no evidence in either the foundation wall or the 

framing to suggest the presence of a chimney. 
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7.3 DESCRIPTION 

The common rafter roof is made up of rafter 

pairs secured at the ridge by open, center-cut mortise 

and tenon joints. The upper rafters of the gambrel 

rest on a flat false plate or curb plate supported 

by the second floor ceiling joists. These joists are 

half-lapped and pegged into the upper end of the lower 

rafter pairs, and act as collars as well as joists. 

Short, lightweight outriggers are secured to the ends 

of the upper rafters, apparently to create an eave or 

curb at the break in the roof. The gable framing is of 

stud construction, mortised into the end joists, which 

double as plates, and toenailed with machine nails into 

the gable rafters. A small window in the southwest 

gable has been covered over. 

There is evidence in the framing of the northeast 

end of the roof to support the possibility of major 

alterations at that end. The last rafter pair is not 

supported by the false plate. Only 12 or 15 inches 

beyond the next-to-last pair, it rests on one inch 

blocks nailed to the top of the joist. Just below the 

joist, it is possible to see split lath and plaster 

on the exterior side of the studs. This confirms 

that there was once a larger second floor, and the way 
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7.4 DESCRIPTION 

in which the rafter pairs have been rearranged would 

suggest the gambrel roof continued to the northeast 

to accommodate at least one more room on each floor. 

This would explain the unusually narrow proportions 

of the present house, and the absence of an original 

fireplace. The implication is that the house was at 

one time a larger gambrel roof house that was literally 

sawed in half and re-covered. 
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8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

space and form no doubt common in the 17th, IBth 

early 19th centuries. 

(1) Francis Lamb, Atlas of Kent and Queen Anne 

Counties. 1B77. Republished in 1976 by the 

Wicomico Bicentennial Commission. 
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